
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE464 March 27, 1996
Job Corps is fulfilling its mission is largely un-
known. For example, the Department of Labor
estimates that the overall job placement rate
for Job Corps graduates is 70 percent, but
some centers have had rates as low as 20
percent for 5 consecutive years. Furthermore,
a recent General Accounting Office study
found that fully 15 percent of Job Corps’ job
placement verification procedures were invalid.
That means that some Job Corps centers
were reporting that their graduates were find-
ing jobs, when in fact they were not.

Reforms are needed to ensure that Job
Corps enrollees obtain work upon graduation,
and are not merely shuffled through the pro-
gram. Considering that the average Job Corps
student costs taxpayers $24,000 to train, it is
no longer acceptable to assess the perform-
ance of this program by collecting anecdotal
evidence. The comprehensive Job Corps re-
view called for under my legislation is closely
modeled after a proposal offered by Senator
ARLEN SPECTER of Pennsylvania that passed
the Senate last October. It will give Congress
and the Department of Labor credible statistics
that will allow us to make informed judgments
on how best to improve and strengthen this
important job training program.

My bill also limits the spending on the Job
Corps bureaucracy to 13 percent. Currently 18
percent, or over $180 million is spent on ad-
ministering this program. That figure is too
high, and indicates that efficiencies can be
made within the bureaucracy to reduce costs.
I want more money spent on students, not on
bureaucrats. My bill would force the Depart-
ment of Labor to examine Job Corps’ over-
head budget, find the waste and eliminate it.

Today, there are 109 Job Corps centers
throughout the country. In an effort to upgrade
the performance of each of them, my bill
would eliminate the 10 worst Job Corps cen-
ters in the Nation by the end of the century.
At some Job Corps centers, the buildings and
living quarters are in disrepair, the manage-
ment is inept, the training that students re-
ceive is ineffective, and worst of all, violence
and drugs are prevalent. Those centers need
to be cleaned up or closed down, so the funds
saved from their closure can be funneled to
productive, well-run centers.

Job Corps is the most expensive Federal
youth employment and training program. De-
spite the fact that Congress is consolidating
nearly 100 education and training programs
into State block grants, funds for Job Corps
are actually slated to increase. The reason
Congress has retained this program is be-
cause it has demonstrated some meaningful
success. Many people are unaware that Job
Corps students who do complete their training
are five times more likely to get a training-re-
lated job, and training-related jobs pay 25 per-
cent higher wages. Moreover, employers who
hire Job Corps graduates are generally satis-
fied with their Job Corps hires.

My bill preserves what is right about Job
Corps, and strengthens it for the future. It
makes significant reforms to this program, with
the promise of additional reform when the
comprehensive performance review it calls for
becomes available. The Federal Government’s
investment in this program is too great not to
demand improvements, and the at-risk youths
this program serves need what this program
offers more than ever.

Mr. Speaker, without the Job Corps, many
of today’s disadvantaged youth would be un-

skilled, unemployable, and without hope.
When it is successful, the Job Corps breaks
the cycle of despair and turns unfocused
youths into productive citizens. I support an ef-
fective Job Corps, and I will continue to fight
to improve this important program.
f
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Mr. QUINN. Mr. Speaker, 35 years ago

President John F. Kennedy had a dream. He
wanted to share America’s idealism and know-
how with other nations, not just through imper-
sonal foreign aid loans or grants, but more im-
portantly through direct people-to-people con-
tact. He wanted American citizens to work di-
rectly in foreign nations, helping those in need
to lean how to develop the basic skills nec-
essary to promote their own well-being and
advancement. As a result of his dream turned
into reality, whole societies have gained in-
sight and experience in improving their lives,
from learning how to drill wells and improve
their agricultural output to developing the so-
cial, educational, and medical skills necessary
for their well-being.

This program, established through the
Peace Corps Act of 1961, now provides pro-
grams in over 90 different countries. Its pur-
pose, to promote world peace and friendship,
to help other countries in meeting their needs
for trained men and women, and to promote
understanding between the American people
and other peoples served by the Corps has
had an unprecedented record of success.

Volunteers from throughout the Nation, in-
cluding many from my own northwestern New
York, have selflessly given of themselves
through 2-year commitments in foreign coun-
tries where they lived and worked as integral
parts of the communities in which they served.

Peace Corps volunteers today work in six
basic program areas: Education, agriculture,
health, small business development, urban de-
velopment, and the environment. Community-
level projects are designed to incorporate the
skills of volunteers with the resources of host
country agencies and other international as-
sistance organizations to help solve specific
development problems, often in conjunction
with private volunteer organizations.

In the United States, the Peace Corps also
serves an important purpose in promoting a
better understanding of the people and cul-
tures of other countries. Through the Peace
Corps World Wise Schools Program, volun-
teers are matched with elementary and junior
high schools throughout our Nation to encour-
age an exchange of letters, pictures, music,
and artifacts. Participating students increase
their knowledge of geography, languages, and
different cultures, as well as learning the value
of volunteering, whether in their own commu-
nities or in faraway nations.

The Peace Corps is a dream that fortunately
became a reality. It is a program for which
every American can be proud, both for what it
has accomplished and for what it is now
doing. To the Peace Corps and its thousands
of volunteers, I offer a sincere congratulations
and thank you on this, its 35th anniversary.

CONGRATULATIONS REPUBLIC OF
CHINA

HON. DAN BURTON
OF INDIANIA
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Wednesday, March 27, 1996
Mr. BURTON of Indiania. Mr. Speaker, on

March 23, 1996, the people of the Republic of
China on Taiwan overwhelmingly elected Lee
Teng-hui as their first directly elected Presi-
dent. Mr. Lee’s landslide victory was a clear
indication of the voters’ confidence in Presi-
dent Lee’s ability to handle the challenges that
lie ahead for his country. The voters’ enthu-
siasm for this election also proves that democ-
racy is not a system of government unimpor-
tant to Asians. The Republic of China on Tai-
wan should be commended for taking this final
step in its transition to a full-fledged democ-
racy, and in my opinion, President Lee is the
perfect man to lead Taiwan to even greater
achievements in the future. I congratulate the
people of the Republic of China on Taiwan on
their presidential election.
f
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Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, the island

of Guam lost one of its premier public serv-
ants last Friday night March 22. Guam Police
Col. Benjamin Franklin Aguon Leon Guerrero,
a man who dedicated half his life in service to
the people of Guam through the police depart-
ment, was stricken by a heart attack which
caused his untimely death. He was only 44
years of age.

Col. Leon Guerrero, a close personal friend,
worked through the ranks at the Guam Police
Department starting out as a patrol officer.
Prior to joining the police force, I vividly re-
member him as a school aide working under
my supervision at George Washington High
School in Mangilao. Since then, I eagerly
watched his rise in the ranks while taking
upon various tasks for the department of pub-
lic safety, the department of corrections, and
the Guam Police Department. He went on to
become the most senior ranking classified offi-
cer in the Guam police force. He was later ap-
pointed to be the deputy chief of the Guam
Police Department.

I must also make special mention that he
was a published poet and a graduate of the
156th session of the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation [FBI] National Academy. In fact, it
wasn’t too long ago that I submitted a state-
ment in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD com-
mending him for having been the first presi-
dent of the FBI National Academy Hawaii
Chapter to hail from outside the State’s con-
fines.

His more than 20 years of public service
yielded him a collection of awards and decora-
tions. They include the J. Edgar Hoover Medal
for Distinguished Public Service, the Guam
Police Commendation Service Award, the
Guam Police Distinguished Service Medal, the
Commanding Officer’s Citation, and the Ex-
ception Performance Award. He is also listed
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in the 1992 edition of ‘‘Who’s Who in Amer-
ican Law Enforcement.’’

The late Col. Leon Guerrero left a legacy of
service and devotion to the island of Guam, to
its people and to the United States as a
whole. He is remembered my many as a men-
tor, an adviser, and a great man sensitive to
the needs, not only of the police department,
but the whole island of Guam.

His passing is a great loss and his presence
will surely be missed. On behalf of the people
of Guam, I offer my condolences and join his
widow, Julie, and their children: Benjamin
Franklin II, Peter Jesse, Jesse Ray, Sheena
Marie, and Lolana Evette, in mourning the loss
of a husband, a father, a very dear friend, and
fellow servant to the people of Guam.
f
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OF FLORIDA
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Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is my
great pleasure to pay tribute to the staff and
students at George Washington Carver Middle
School upon their recent award as a Blue Rib-
bon School of Excellence.

Through strong support from the school dis-
trict and the regional office, through progres-
sive leadership, committed teachers and coun-
selors, with a clear mission, dedicated stu-
dents and very involved parents, George
Washington Carver has become the only mid-
dle school in Dade County to receive the Blue
Ribbon of Excellence Award from the U.S. De-
partment of Education.

G.W. Carver Middle School Center for Inter-
national Studies is the only public middle
school to be recognized and accredited by the
Governments of France, Spain and Germany.
Some of Carver’s teachers and textbooks
have been provided through the Governments
of France and Spain.

Carver Middle School is a magnet school for
international studies whose curriculum models
the European system of studies, and students’
tests scores are among the highest in all
standardized tests. It has the highest attend-
ance among Dade County schools, and exem-
plifies how school violence can virtually be
eliminated.

Before 1970, Carver was the pride of the
Coconut Grove black community, however, by
1986 plans were being considered to close the
school because of dwindling enrollment. Now,
10 years later, it is a source of pride for the
community and an example for all of us to fol-
low.

For your superlative educational efforts, I
salute you.
f

UNITED STATES-ORIGIN MILITARY
EQUIPMENT IN TURKEY

HON. LEE H. HAMILTON
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 27, 1996

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, on September
8, 1995, I wrote to Secretary of State Chris-
topher, asking several questions about the use

and possible misuse of United States-origin
military equipment by Turkey. This letter was
a followup to an exchange of letters on the
same issue earlier in the year, which I inserted
in the RECORD at that time.

I have now received a response from the
State Department to my September letter,
which sets out the administration’s position on
the human rights situation in Turkey and its re-
lationship to the issue of U.S.-supplied military
equipment in the country.

Since I believe that other Members will find
the administration’s views informative and use-
ful in formulating their own approach to this
important issue, I would like to insert both my
letter and the administration’s response in the
RECORD.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, February 29, 1996.

Hon. LEE HAMILTON,
U.S. House of Representatives.

DEAR MR. HAMILTON: This is a follow-up
reply to your letter of September 8, 1995, to
Secretary Christopher about human rights in
Turkey. As stated in our November 1, 1995 in-
terim response, you raised a number of seri-
ous questions in your letter. Thank you for
your understanding in allowing us time to
prepare this reply.

In your letter, you state that human rights
abuses in Turkey are a matter of real con-
cern to the U.S. Congress. We appreciate
your interest and that of your colleagues in
these issues. Congressional hearings, reports,
and statements are a valuable way for the
U.S. government to indicate concern about
human rights in Turkey.

As we consider how best to pursue our ob-
jectives in Turkey, it is important to under-
stand just what Turkey is up against. The
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) has stated
that its primary goal is to create a separate
Kurdish state in part of what is now Turkey.
In the course of its operations, the PKK has
frequently targeted Turkish—civilians. It
has not hesitated to attack Western—includ-
ing American—interests.

The Turkish government has the right to
defend itself militarily from this terrorist
threat. The Turkish military has said it
seeks to distinguish between PKK members
and ordinary Kurdish citizens in its oper-
ations. We remain concerned, nevertheless,
about the manner in which some operations
in the southeast have been conducted. As we
have documented in our annual human
rights reports and in the special report we
submitted to Congress last June on the situ-
ation in the southeast, these operations have
resulted in civilian deaths, village evacu-
ations and burnings.

You ask what the U.S. is doing about infor-
mation that U.S.-supplied defense articles
may have been used by Turkey’s military
against civilians during the course of oper-
ations against the PKK. We discussed those
issues at length in our June ‘‘Report on Alle-
gations of Human Rights Abuses by the
Turkish Military and the Situation in Cy-
prus.’’

These reports trouble us deeply. We have
frequently cautioned the Turkish govern-
ment to exercise care that its legitimate
military operations avoid targeting civilians
and non-combatants. We have made it clear
that, in accordance with both the Foreign
Assistance and Arms Export Control Acts,
human rights considerations will continue to
be very carefully weighed in considering
whether or not to approve transfers and sales
of military equipment.

With regard to death squad activities in
the southeast, as we stated in our report last
June, we have found reports of government
involvement in these incidents to be credi-

ble. Others have also been involved. In this
regard, a number of Turkish ‘‘Hizbullah’’ ter-
rorists are now on trial for alleged involve-
ment in ‘‘mystery killings.’’ According to
Turkey’s prestigious Human Rights Founda-
tion, these sorts of killings were down sharp-
ly in 1995.

We have told the Turks repeatedly that we
do not believe a solely military solution will
end the problems in the southeast. We urge
them to explore political and social solu-
tions which are more likely to succeed over
time. These should include fully equal
rights—among them cultural and linguistic
rights—for all of Turkey’s citizens including
the Kurds. We have been encouraged by in-
cremental actions toward granting the Kurds
such rights. For example, Turkey’s High
Court of Appeals ruled in October that Kurd-
ish former members of Parliament had not
committed crimes when they took their
oaths in the Kurdish language, wore Kurdish
colors, and stated that Turkish was a foreign
language for them. The Appeals Court’s deci-
sion on these matters, which are very sen-
sitive and emotional in Turkey, may send an
important signal to the lower courts and
may help expand Kurdish rights.

We believe it is important for those indi-
viduals who have been displaced to be com-
pensated for their losses and to be able to re-
turn to their homes without fear. If the secu-
rity situation prevents their return, it is im-
portant for the villagers to be compensated
and resettled elsewhere. Like you, we are
disturbed by Turkey’s failure to date to ade-
quately provide for the displaced. We will en-
courage the new Turkish government to do
so.

In the long run, an improved dialog be-
tween the government and Kurdish rep-
resentatives is needed to bring a lasting so-
lution to the southeast. It is important that
those who purport to speak for the Kurds do
so sincerely and constructively. In this con-
text, you asked whether former DEP mem-
bers of the Turkish Parliament who were
stripped of their immunities and fled to Eu-
rope could speak for the Kurds. Unfortu-
nately, some of them associated the
‘‘Kurdistan Parliament in Exile’’ (KPIE),
which is financed and controlled by the PKK.
We cannot, therefore, advocate negotiations
with the so-called KPIE.

There are legitimate interlocutors with
whom the government could discuss Kurdish
concerns. Although the Pro-Kurdish People’s
Democracy Party (HADEP) fell substantially
short of obtaining the ten percent of the na-
tional vote required to take seats in the
Turkish Grand National Assembly, the party
campaigned well and carried a large number
of votes in the southeast. In addition, other
parties, politicians, academicians,
businesspeople, and journalists also raised
Kurdish concerns during the recent election
campaign.

These developments are positive, and there
are other signs that our active engagement
with the Turks on human rights issues are
meeting with success. The constitutional
amendments enacted this past summer
broadened political participation in several
ways, including by enfranchising voters over
eighteen and those residing outside of Tur-
key. There is also a move to devolve more
authority from the central government to
the local authorities. And, on October 27, the
Turkish government—with encouragement
from the U.S. and Europe—amended Article 8
of the Anti-Terror Law, which had been used
to constrain freedom of expression substan-
tially. As a result of this revision, over 130
people were released from prison and many
pending cases are being dropped.

U.S. officials will continue to monitor
closely human rights developments in Tur-
key. Our observations on Turkish human
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